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Dr. Duane R. Chartier was an inorganic chemist who had an early life crisis and decided to switch fields.
He entered paintings conservation via degrees in art history and art conservation. His knowledge of
fundamentals in materials science and computing led him to the Getty Conservation Institute in Los
Angeles, CA, and thence to ICCROM (International Center for the Study of the Preservation and the
Restoration of Cultural Property) in Rome, where he coordinated the scientific program. During this
time and since then he has practiced as an independent consultant for projects ranging from computer
system design at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice to wall paintings analysis and treatment
consultation in the Residenz in Salzburg, Austria. During his career in art conservation he has moved
very large sculptures and installed very large paintings. Some of his more curious dealings have been
with the hand and footprints at Mann’s Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, CA.
He is currently engaged in a number of activities that are personally interesting but likely won’t earn a
single dollar. What he does do to make money is provide the scientific support for authentication of
works of art and fabrication of art supports. Most recently he has co-produced, with Roz Roembke, an
online catalogue raisonné of the works of Wilson Hurley (www.wilson-hurley.com). In addition, he cowrote, with the artist Alyson Souza (www.paintwood.com), Materials Matter: An Artist’s Book of Hours
which is an interesting collaboration between an artist and a materials scientist / art conservator. He
has written a collection of Aesopian short stories entitled Notes from the Accretion Disk
(https://www.amazon.com/Notes-Accretion-Disk-Duane-Chartier/dp/0970611501). His most recent
writing project is a slightly humorous but still very serious discussion of global climate, Aggressive
Solutions for Climate Change (to be release on Amazon by August 2017).
He recently opened a new website (www.savant-tools.com) to sell honeycomb panels and cool tools.
Many years ago he made the bold mistake of starting the non-profit organization, The International
Center for Art Intelligence, Inc. (ICAI, Inc.; www.authentica.org). His fondness for oxymorons is clearly
illustrated in the name of the organization which, to date, has primarily been a magnet for lunatics.
All along the sinuous and rocky way he has always been a scientist at the core – just not a very patient
or well behaved one. With the benefits of world experience and a number of added years he has finally
realized that there is no point assuming that people will make the correct decisions without an
enormous amount of encouragement, rather only direct criticism, which is also still sometimes
necessary.
Dr. Duane Chartier obtained his B. Sc., (Chemistry, magna cum laude), Ph. D., (Inorganic Chemistry),
and Honors. B. A. (Art History, summa cum laude) degrees from McMaster University, Hamilton,
Canada. He also received a M.A.C (Master’s of Art Conservation) from Queen’s University, Kingston,
Canada. His eclectic expertise includes high-level data evaluation and analysis, composite design and
manufacture of materials, nuclear and atmospheric chemistry, waste management (nuclear and nonnuclear), art installation, authentication, and conservation, and writing (technical and non-technical). 	
  

